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SUBJECT: LARGE GAINS FOR FREEDOM PARTY IN GRAZ 

1 . UNEXPECTEDLY LARGE GAINS BY THE SMALL FREEDOM PARTY 
(FPO) OP POPULAR MAYOR GOETZ IN THE JANUARY 29 GRAZ 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION HAVE UPSET THE PEOPLE'S PARTY (OVP) 
PARTNERS IN THAT CITY'S COALITION GOVERNMENT AND ADDED TO 
CONCERN IN AUSTRIA'S SOCIALIST PARTY (SPO) THAT THE 
SOCIALIST POWER BASE IN URBAN AREAS IS BEING ERODED. THE 
FPO'S SHARE OP THE VOTE IN GRAZ INCREASED FROM 16.9 
PERCENT IN 1973 TO 24.9 PERCENT; THAT OF THE SPO DECLINED 
FROM 44.2 TO 41.3 PERCENT, OF THE OVP FROM 35.5 TO 31.5 
PERCENT, AND OF THE COMMUNISTS FROM 3.1 TO 2.0 PERCENT. 

BY AUSTRIAN STANDARDS, THIS WAS A LANDSLIDE. 

2. THIS TOO-OBVIOUS POPULARITY OP MAYOR GOETZ COULD COST 
HIM HIS JOB. EVEN BEFORE THE ELECTION, SOME OVP LEADERS 
RESENTED "DOING THE JOB POR GOETZ" AND WERE CALLING FOR 
END TO THE PPO-OVP COALITION IN GRAZ. AFTER THE ELECTION, 
SPO LEADERS IN GRAZ HAVE CALLED OPENLY FOR AN SPO-OVP 
COALITION. OVP LEADERS ARE ESPECIALLY CHAGRINED BECAUSE 
THEY OFFERED THE MAYORALITY TO THE FPO, IN RETURN FOR A 
DOMINANT OVP ROLE IN PROGRAM FORMULATION, 
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WHEN THE SPO LOST ITS ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN GRAZ IN 1973. 
SOCIALIST CONCERN REFLECTS THE FACT THAT MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION RESULTS IN GRAZ CONFIRM THE DECLINE IN SOCIALIST 
STRENGTH IN URBAN AREAS PREVIOUSLY EVIDENT IN INNSBRUCK, 
SALZBURG, KREMS, AND EISENSTADT, AND ALSO THE FACT THAT 
THE OVP IN VIENNA, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF ITS MOST 
POPULAR PERSONALITY AND FORMER SECRETARY GENERAL, DR. 
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ERHARD BUSEK, IS TRYING TO MAKE A REAL CONTEST OF THE 
VIENNA CITY ELECTIONS THAT MUST BE HELD THIS YEAR. ODDS 
ARE, HOWEVER, THAT GOETZ WILL REMAIN AS MAYOR OF GRAZ 
SINCE FAILURE TO RENEW THE FPO-OVP COALITION THERE COULD 
PROPEL HIM INTO NATIONAL POLITICS WHERE HE COULD BE AN 
EVEN GREATER THREAT TO EACH OF AUSTRIA'S TWO LARGE 
PARTIES. WOLF 
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